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 We have been on the road 

enjoying the beginning of 

retirement.  Well Lyle is re-

tired anyway!  Diane, still  

in limbo.  Waiting to get her 

shoulder healed properly, but 

enjoying her time off of work 

as well. 

We have much to do this up-

coming year with the 2014 

World Tournament  getting 

closer by the day.  Please ad-

vise anyone interested in 

pitching in this event that 

they have to have 4 sanc-

tioned tournaments in from  

a 12 month period begin-

 

The  “ MUD” 

New York State 

Horseshoe Pitchers  
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From The Editor’s & Prez’s Chair:                Feb 2013 

ELECTION NOTICE 

The elections for 2nd Vice-President and Secretary-Treasurer are due to be held 

at our spring meeting.  Currently, Al Buckland is 2nd VP and Bob Klock is Sec-

Treas.  Anyone interested in running for these offices, including the incumbents, 

should send me a brief resume and platform by March 31.  My address is: 

Rowland Rupp                                                                                                 

132 Burroughs Dr                                                Chairman of Elections             

Snyder, NY   14226     Rowland A Rupp 

May 16, 2013.  Hopefully 

we can sign up some new 

people as well as some of 

the old lost ones.   

We look forward to seeing 

a lot of you out there 

pitching this year.  It’s al-

ways great to get back 

outdoors, pitch and spend 

time with our “horseshoe 

family!” 

Think Spring……. 

Diane & 

Lyle 



CLUB NAME  LOCATION CONTACT                                    PHONE NUMBER       SANC-CERT. 

Altamont   Altamont, NY Stan Towne                        518-827-4300             NO 

Andes   Andes, NY                      Adam VanValkenburg                       845-676-4079             YES 

Catskill Mountain  Deposit, NY Vic Davis                         607-467-2227            YES 

Chautauqua Lake  Jamestown, NY Ralph Whitney                        716-789-4495            YES 

Concord   Springville, NY Wayne Goodridge                        716-592-5539            YES 

Crow’s Nest  Getzille, NY Norman Wehrung                        716-688-9121             NO 

Floyd   Floyd, NY                      Don Ezman                        315-337-5284            YES 

Forestville Flingers                     Forestville, NY Lyle Dorler                        716-965-2212            YES 

Hornell   Hornell, NY Gary Barteau                        585-466-3772            YES 

Leroy   Leroy, NY                     Ralph Hanks                        585-500-5271            YES 

Lockport   Lockport, NY Paul Thomas                        716-434-1154                                             YES 

Mid Hudson  Newburgh, NY    Rose Wright      845-565-4601            YES 

Moreau   Gansevoort, NY Chris Jackson                        518-793-0549            YES 

Odessa   Odessa, NY Ernie Pound                        607-594-2169            YES 

Pine Grove  Camden, NY Bob Best                         315-245-5879            YES 

Pioneer   Syracuse, NY Wayne Hinman                        315-263-9311            YES 

Queen City  Elmira, NY  Jerry Bernard                        607-684-3711            YES 

Round Robin  Delevan, NY Dean Rogers                        716-492-4676            YES 

Seneca   Hammondsport, NY     Al Buckland                        607-292-6281             NO 

S. New Berlin  S New Berlin, NY          Roger Chase                        607-488-4029            YES 

Southern Tier  Johnson City, NY Charlie Reigles                        607-754-8208            YES 

Tri County                       Groton, NY David Conrad                        607-657-2703           YES 

Waterloo   Waterloo, NY Kevin Green                        315-237-2540           YES 
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NYS CLUB DIRECTORY 

NYS ADDITIONAL SANCTIONED CERTIFIED COURTS/PITS 
Farnes Road Pit  Canton, NY Dick Pike  315-386-2378        YES 

Jessmore Courts  Oswego, NY Jerry Jessmore  315-342-2431        YES 

Leo’s Court  Dundee, NY Al Buckland  607-292-6281        YES  

Olsen’s Barn  Geneva, NY Kevin Green  315-237-2540        YES 

 

 

CONGRATULATIONS TO GLENN ADDICOTT 

Glen T Addicott  of Candor, NY was inducted into the NYSHPA Hall of Fame on Sept. 2 at the 
2012 NYSHPA Singles Championships, which was hosted by Pine Grove HSC in camden, NY.  

Karen Graham presided over the induction ceremony.  Glen’s son, 2 daughters, and canine com-
panion Benji were present at the time.  Before coating Glen, Karen read his nomination letter, 

which had been written by representatives of the Southern Tier and Tri-County horseshoe clubs.  
Among his many accomplishments, Glen was the NYS Elders Champion in 2003, 2006, and 2007.  

No less noteworthy was his induction into the Tri-County HSC Hall of Fame in 2005. 



  

Remembering Steve Fenicchia By:  Dave Harnden/Syracuse Pioneer Club 

 In a recent phone call from “Big John” Ruston, now residing in Brooksville, FL with his wife Ellie, he sadly informed me 

of the passing of our long time friend, Steve Fenicchia.  He died last month at the age of 93. 

 Steve, always an A-Class horseshoe pitcher, played against the top competition during a remarkable career from 1948 

to the early 1970’s.  Standing about 6’4”, for those who may have heard of Steve but never played him, he was equally skilled at 

pitching both 1  1/4 and 1 3/4  turns.  In fact, Steve could pitch about any turn, just name it!  Most would agree however, that the 

big fellow’s “bread and butter” pitch was the “1 3/4 turn”.  In a beautiful upright stance, and usually wearing work boots, he 

tossed a high arching shoe, averaging 70-75%, during his “window” of play. 

 Sometimes he would have games in the low to mid 80%!  And this was against the greatest pitchers of all time.  Elmer 

Hohl, his Rochester rival, Carl Steinfeldt, Dan Kuchinski, Curt Day, Ted Allen, Ray Martin, Harold Reno, and Tommy Brownell, 

originally from Glenn Falls just to name a few.  These pitchers were among the famed “Murderer’s Row”, when horseshoe pitching 

was at its height.  If you couldn’t average 70% or better you wouldn’t be in the A-Class of the World Tournament, Eastern Na-

tional, or NYS Championships!I know, although I was never close to this kind of percentage, I’m thankful that I saw many of the 

good and great players pitch! 

 Although, also sometimes known as the “Clown Prince” of horseshoes, during this time, Steve could be very serious dur-

ing tournament matches.  One time, acting out a comical role as “Batman and Robin,” Steve came lurching out of a Rent-A-John, 

with a cape, as Batman, carrying our smallest player, Shorty Raysmotten as Robin, straddling his neck!  Another time with his 

friend Ginger Natale tied Steinfeldt with only one loss each, in the finals of the State Tournament, he held up play hiding Tony 

Sauro’s horseshoes under the clay!!  This took place at Hornell in 1964.  Steve had upset Ginger 50-49, but Ginger had also upset 

Steinie with a blistering high 80% game,  beating him 50-18!!  I didn’t think anyone could beat Carl like that, but unfortunately 

“The Great One” beat Natale just as badly in the final match!  Steve, state champ in 1962 felt badly because it would have been 

a 3rd crown for Natale, state champ 1959, 1961. 

 Steve, Natale, and John are all in the NYS Hall of Fame.  John, himself had great games with Steve, Ginger and Stein-

feldt in the State Tournament and Eastern Nationals.  John finished 2nd to Carl in 1970, in the state tournament.  Suddenly 

emerging on the scene was Mike DiMartino!  Fenicchia had been a mentor along with Steinfeldt for eventual several time NYS 

Champ Mike DiMartino.  In fact, Mike has acted like a “guardian angel” for both Steve and his pitching partner, Ginger Natale, 

now 88 and undergoing hospice. 

 In the twilight of their lives, Mike has kept John and I informed of Steve and Ginger’s health status vial letter and phone.  

Mike would often drive Steve, Ginger and Claire Rigby, an old time pitcher, around to see each other and have lunch.  Claire has 

since also passed away.  John and I are hoping that Mike, who recently lost his wife Judy, will “hitch up his belt” and return to the 

courts with his “shoes blazing!”  Maybe Art Tyson will get fired up also! 

 I’m certain current NYS Champ, Kenny Fraser, will be waiting with a competitive smile!  The first player that a young 

Ken Fraser faced in 1977 in the World Tournament A-Class was guess who???  1976 Champ-Carl Steinfeldt!!  Kenny did well, a 

low 80% game to Carl’s high 80%.  I can still hear Steve saying even now, Carl was “throwing those darts!” 

Also Departed From This World 

Joan James-October 10, 2012 

Marge Kosik-October 13, 2012 
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SANCTION TOURNAMENT SCHEDULE 
DATE            DEADLINE  NAME                   CLUB  FORMAT                    FEE         CONTACT 

03/16/13  03/09  March Open  *Andes  Singles  $25.00  #9 

04/06/13  03/27  April Open  Tri-County Singles  $15.00  #8 

*Please note:  Andes is limited to 21 maximum participants.  Checks are to be made out to “cash” only or payable 

                             By cash to Adam VanValkenburg.  

                                      CONTACT INFORMATION 

#1  Gary Fisher                      #2 Gabe Ciotti                    #3 Diane Dorler 

       PO Box 233                          7172 Rickmeyer Rd         2309 Mezzio  Rd  

       Morris, NY   13808          Rome, NY   13440         Forestville, NY   14062 

       (607) 263-5479           (315) 336-8629         (716) 965-2212 

                                                                                                                               dianedorler@roadrunner.com 

#4 Kevin Green     #5 Charles Riegles   #6 Ralph Whitney 

      793 Spring Lake Rd          2707 North St          3817 Rt 394 

      Port Byron, NY   13140          Endwell, NY   13760         Ashville, NY   14710 

     (315) 237-2540            (607) 754-8208           (716) 789-4495 

     Kevin_a_green@hotmail.com 

#7 Ralph Hanks     #8  Eric Conrad    #9  Adam VanValkenburg 

      211 Frisbee Hill Rd                           9096 West Creek Rd         Po box 441 

      Hilton, NY   14468          Berkshire, NY   13737                                                Andes, NY   13731 

      (585) 500-5271           (607) 657-2703                                                              (845) 676-4079 

            ciredanoc@aol.com                                                  avanvalk706@hotmail.com 

    

 

The Ray Hall & Starry Sherwood Walking Doubles Tournament 

This non-sanctioned tournament will be held on April 20, 2013 at the Tri-County Horseshoe Club 

in Groton, NY.  Contact tournament director David Eric Conrad to sign up  (cell) 607-239-3411; 

(home) 607-657-2703; or email (ciredarnoc@aol.com).  The deadline is April 16.  There will be 

four double classes limited to eight teams per class.  The combined ringer % for each team is 

capped at 110%.  Pitching fee is $25.00 per team.  All proceeds from pitching fees, 50/50’s, and 

raffles will go towards cash prizes in each class.  (1st) 50%, (2nd) 30%, and (3rd) 20%.  C & D clas-

ses will compete at 9:00am and A & B classes will compete at 1:00pm following a luncheon with 

Ray and Starry. 

Sign up is based on a first come basis up through April 6, and must be accompanied by a $25.00 

check, made payable to the Tri-County Horseshoe Club and mailed to Eric Conrad.  Address the 

envelope to:  TCHC-Eric Conrad    9096 West Creel Rd.    Berkshire, NY   13736 



Membership Application & Order Form 

NHPA and New York State Horseshoe Pitcher’s Association 

Name:___________________________________________ 

Telephone Number: (    )__________________________ 

Address: _________________________________________ 

City: _____________________ State:_____ Zip__________ 

E-mail Address:____________________________________ 

Club Affiliation:________________________ or Independent Member:______________________________ 

Please send the NYHPA Newsletter (the MUD) to me by (check one): 

Mail copy to home address_____          E-mail it to me_____            I will get my copy from the NYSHPA Website_____ 

Please check type of application and your division of participation. 

 NEW_________  RENEWAL __________ 

Men 40’_______  Men 30’(must be 70) _______ Women ________ 

NHPA # _________________ 

Junior Boy _________ Junior Girl __________ (a junior cannot be greater than age 18 during the entire year) 

Junior Boy 20’ _______ Junior Girl 20’________ (until end of year following 9th birthday) 

*Date of Birth: ___________________________  

 

APPLICATION DUES & ORDER FORM TOTALS 

$5.00 _____ NYSHPA 50/50 DRAWING on Labor Day                         Junior State and National Dues  $0 

                  Adult State and National Dues  $27.00 

Make check payable to:  NYSHPA or            N.Y.S. Shoulder Patch $3.00  

New York State Horseshoe Pitchers Association   N.Y.S. Patch Logo (regular.) Decal $3.00  

Please return to: Robert Klock, NYSHPA Sec/Treas     N.Y.S. Patch Logo (inside window) Decal     $3.00 

  P.O. Box 478                                     N.Y.S. Pin $4.00 

  Spencer, NY 14883 

  607-589-4122                              Total Amount:  $________ 

 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Membership Application & Order Form 

NHPA and New York State Horseshoe Pitcher’s Association 

Name:___________________________________________ 

Telephone Number: (    )__________________________ 

Address: _________________________________________ 

City: _____________________ State:_____ Zip__________ 

E-mail Address:____________________________________ 

Club Affiliation:________________________ or Independent Member:______________________________ 

Please send the NYHPA Newsletter (the MUD) to me by (check one): 

Mail copy to home address_____          E-mail it to me_____            I will get my copy from the NYSHPA Websit _____ 

Please check type of application and your division of participation. 

 NEW_________  RENEWAL __________ 

Men 40’_______  Men 30’(must be 70) _______ Women ________ 

NHPA # _________________ 

Junior Boy _________ Junior Girl __________ (a junior cannot be greater than age 18 during the entire year) 

Junior Boy 20’ _______ Junior Girl 20’________ (until end of year following 9th birthday) 

*Date of Birth: ___________________________  

 

APPLICATION DUES & ORDER FORM TOTALS 

$5.00 _____ NYSHPA 50/50 DRAWING on Labor Day                         Junior State and National Dues  $0 

                  Adult State and National Dues  $27.00 

Make check payable to:  NYSHPA or            N.Y.S. Shoulder Patc 

New York State Horseshoe Pitchers Association   N.Y.S. Patch Logo (regular.) Decal  

Please return to: Robert Klock, NYSHPA Sec/Treas     N.Y.S. Patch Logo (inside window) Decal     $3.00 

  P.O. Box 478                                     N.Y.S. Pin $4.00 

  Spencer, NY 14883 

  607-589-4122                              Total Amount:  $________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Page 6 Volume 20- Issue 1 

2013 New Members (1st Quarter) 

William Whitehead  Amityville 

David Welch   Dryden 

Richard Burlett Jr  Fredonia 

Robert Wagner  Hamburg 

Thomas Pattison  Lancaster 

Kimberly Koser  Painted Post 

Steve Lannigan  Ridge 

Michael Nemschick  Ridge 

Joseph Vivona  Seldon 

Joseph Majkut  Sinclairville 

NYS MEMBERSHIP 

Adults:       127 

40’    84 

30’    31  

Women   12 

 

Juniors:     1 

Boys      1 

Girls      0 

A Very Special Congratulations to 3 new              

lifetime members (50 years)!!!!!!! 

                                          Paul & Lorraine Thomas 

                                              Charles Dickinson 

Service Year Award Patches 

Kenneth Fraser    40 years 

Dean Rogers    40 years 

Rocger Chase    30 years 

George Lovell    30 years 

Harry Dunbar    30 years 

David Kois    30 years 

Timothy Thompson    30 years 

Clifford Bidwell    20 years 

Karen Graham    20 years 

James Lindsay    20 years 

Greg Wiley    20 years 

William Day    20 years 

Albert Strohl    20 years 

Lloyd Barbur    20 years 

Eugene James    10 years 

Gene Grover    10 years 

John Guichard Jr    10 years 

Richard Maston    10 years 

William bulson    10 years 

Richard Pokojski    10 years 

Kenneth Edsall    10 years 

Nicole Wright    10 years 

David Mennig    10 years 

Otto Boylan    10 years 

Ryan Cobin    10 years 



2013 NYSHPA SPRING MEETING AND TOURNAMENT 

Date:  May 4, 2013 

Place:  Waterloo Sportsman Club Pavilion 

Time:  10:00 am 

All clubs who would like to have an active voice in the NYSHPA, should send a delegate to this an-

nual meeting.  Election of officers, bylaw proposals, and state singles and doubles host sites will all 

be discussed and voted on.  A 2014 World Tournament update will be presented.   Following the 

meeting there will be food available for purchase at the outdoor concession stand.  We will also be 

having the annual Spring Fling tournament after the meeting once again.  The cost is $20.00/

person with $5.00 of each entry fee to go towards the 2014 WT Fund.  Send in your application to 

play by:  April 24, 3013       

Spring Fling Tournament Application 

Name:___________________________  NHPA Card No.________________________ 

Address:_________________________  Ringer %_____________________________ 

City:_____________________________  Phone #______________________________ 

State:________    Zip:_______________  Email________________________________ 

Make checks payable to: Diane  Dorler              Cost: $20.00               Deadline:  April 24, 2013 

Send application to:  Diane Dorler   2309 Mezzio Rd ,Forestville, NY   14062 

Submitted Bylaw Proposals (briefly) 

State Tournament Pitching Fees:  (add) entry fees are non refundable after Aug 5th, 

no matter what reason for withdrawal from tournament.  Exception would be if this 

spot is filled with someone on standby to enter, then entry fee must be refunded to 

the player being replaced.   Reason for change is that all monies have been calculat-

ed for classes and championship groups. 

 

State Doubles Tourn Format:  change to 20 shoes per game (40 shoes per team) or 

back to 35 point games leaving it up to the discretion of the tournament director.  

Reason for change is that 30 shoe games (60 shoes per team), this takes approxi-

mately 5 1/2 hrs to pitch a shift. 

 

State Doubles Tourn. Qualifying:  Discuss or add; make the qualifying the same as 

the State Singles Tourn having at least 1 or 2 sanctioned tournaments.  This is a state 

tournament and should abide by the same rules as the State Singles Tournament. 



Generic All– Purpose Tournament Application 

 

Tournament Name:__________________________  Tournament Date: _____________________________________ 

 

Name: _____________________________________ NHPA Card #: ________________________________________ 

Address: ___________________________________ Ringer %: ____________________________________________ 

City: _______________________________________             State: _________          Zip: _______________ 

Phone Number: ____________________________ _ Email Address: _______________________________________ 

 

Circle your pitching category:   Men 40’     Men 30’     Women   Jr. Boy    Jr. Girl     Jr. Boy 20’    Jr. Girl 20’ 

 

 

 


