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Amsterdam, New York 
(Now living in California) 

While not much information has been offered about Tan, he will be 

remanbered by many of the 'old timers', as one of the most formatible can-

petitors in the sport of horseshoes. 

Consistantly able to average 75% to 80%, Tan was the New York State 

champion six times and always a "thorn in the side" of his closest rivals. 

An excellent sportsman, and a great credit to the game, Tan's high 

l* turn produced an uncanny accuracy that kept him always in the champion~ 

ship bracket, and helped him to ccmply the following statisticts: 

Year champion 

1941: 
1942 to 1947 
1948: 
1953: 
1954: 
1955: 
1956: 

percentage running percentage 

71.5% 71.5% 
(no tournaments due to WW--2) 
61.1% 66.4% 
75.0% 69.2% 
79.1% 71.7% 
78.3% 73.0% 
76.1% 73-5% 
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PERSONAL DATA - R$A01?rk! ?J~/17) -
April 22, 1923 - Date of birth, Olean, N.Y. 

1937 - Started pitching horseshoes; Gloversville, N.Y. 
1941 - Employed by General Electric Co., _Schenectady, N.Y. 
1943-1946 - U.S. Army; European Theatre 
January l, 1948 - Married Shirley M. Palinieri; Amsterdam,, N.Y. 
December 13, 1948 - Son born, Thomas Van Ness; Amsterdam,, N.Y. 
1956 - Transferred by G.E. Co. to San Jose, California 

TOURNAMENT RECORD - N.Y. STATE RESIDENT 

YEAR TOURNAMENT LOCATION 

1937 Fulton Coun"ty Gloversville, N.Y. 
1938 Fulton County Gloversville, N.Y. 

• 1939 Fulton. County Glovers vi 11 e, N.Y. 
1939 New York State Rye Beach, N.Y. 
1940 New York State Fair,Syracuse, N.Y. 
1941 New York State . Rochester, N. Y. 
1942-1946 NO PARTICIPATION 
1946 Worlds Des Moines, Iowa 
1947 Worlds Salt Lake City, Utah 
1948 Worlds Milwaukee, Wisc. 
1948 New York State New York City, N.Y. 
1949 New York State New York City, N.Y. 
-~49 Worlds Salt Lake City, Utah 
l 52 New York State Hoosick Falls, N.Y. 
1953 New York State Hoosick Falls, N.Y. 
1953 Eastern National Clearfield, Pa. 
1954 Eastern National Columbus~ Ohio 
1954 Empire State Open New York City, N.Y. 
1954 New York State Hoosick Falls, N.Y. 
1955 New York State Hoosick Falls, N.Y. 
1955 Worlds Salt ~ake City, Utah 
19~6 New York State Rochester, N.Y. 

RECORDS 
PERSONAL HIGHS: 49R/50SP; 96R/100SP; 44 Consecutive 
NEW YORK STATE: 
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1948 Qualification with 270 points for 100 shoes pitcheJ 
1954· Most shoes, one game - 146 shoes with Carl Steinfeldt 

11 Most 4 dead, one game - 38 with Carl Steinfeldt 
1955 High game - 31R/32SP for 96.9% 
WORLDS CHAMPIONSHIP: 
1955 50 Four Deads in one game with Ted Allen (158 shoes) 

MISCELLANEOUS: 
Right Handed, il;4 turn, Ohio Shoe 
Started at 40 ft. distance 
1954 - Sect./Treas. - N.Y. State Association 

% 

54.9 
58.2 
75.8 
61.4 
55.4 
61. 9 

66.5 
74. l 
80.9 
72. 7 
77 .3 

74. l 
77. 9 
75.6 
75.5 
79.3 
79.2 
78.2 
74.2 



Am teraam 
R11J(il!.!e Re..t.~ X~-r'ION A ~/)ID£... 
AA/.D ..:5,001e.-r.SM,ql'l...SHIP 01-110 
/EA/j't)YEXJ J3y .€~ 

....v.=e 7/ii'e 
v.eiv't9A?~Nr" 

IV 19..,-10/\Iw1.:z:; 
UC. SC/£.NCE... r:s.~~~~:==:t=~~~~~~~~ 

C'~u'.M3US: 

OF l"f"ff:lll#f 1'?11i/~EAS '512 
~AN~.$ ,;ts ol./.t: ~ a 
~/1£ ,,..I>/#!!£ Al?t:).5"'?' "' 
p19~.,,-1~1 /019 .,,../()N ff 
S~OA!.,....S 'r'b:z>R ~ WJ9.S 
""'~ 4 VI J).£ /I/ t! £:z> -rb /Ii 
:a-I -r'll£ o.f!<f19,./- ~<1i 
/Z~ 1""£HY 11'/ UllSV. 
19.!L . :S--r'~.,-1!~ 
-r11.eocJt;ll ~&: 
'iv/i"1"1~19L Ho.es£-
SHoE. 1°1"11:!1141!!$ 
19.:S'SOC.119-r'/() N ~ 
Or /9/'tl?E~IC.19 • 

Sv./~£. ~£ 
'2)/SC() 1/£.e y 
"~ "f"'NC ~ 
.SNoe .1A/ 
/3o9-JY 
;;e. F.114. 
~~lt/stu../ 
~ l'tJcJ(.f l/
K£tE..'1.SIE.. 
/I/cw~ 
-rl/E 
/'119.:S 
I'~~ 

, 

/ 

I ., 



··~. 

'ftloM ~ f \1.,£ ~ of' · 
~O~A$ \SROWNSL..L.-

Horseshoe Pitching 

Origin and History: 

Olympic games - included horseshoe pitching 

1909 - Open shoe discovered; first world tournament - stakes 2 11 

high, 38! feet apart. 
1912 - 6" high stakes - Ringer-5; Leaner-2 ; Close shoe-I; Top 

ringer counted all - 21 point game. 

1925 - National Pitchers Assn was formed and at present is the 
governing body of this sport which includes more than 
3,000,000 organized players alone; 200,000 of whom are women .. 

Playing Requisites: 
To attain a high degree of skill one must possess fairly 
good health, eyesight, a considerable amount of natural 
talent, patience, and self control. 

Pitching Grips and Turns: 
li and 1 3/4 are the most common and accurateo (See enclosed 
sketch) Grip should be firm yet flexible; not· too tight 
or too loose. If tight it will cause wrist strain and 
tired arm. If loose, the shoe will slip out of hand before 
the proper release _ _point i.s-...attained. 

1 3/4 turn: a good turn for wet and windy weather because 
it is a full hand grip which can be pitched low and hard 
with excellent flight wobble of shoe. 

lt turn: though this turn necessitates more careful attention, 
it requires less arm effort. Fingers should be widely spread 
for this turn to insure proper wobble in flight. 

3/4 turn: this is a bad pitch for the slight turn it takes 
requires a low fast shoe which will develop a stiff arm ,. 
delivery and at the same time is very hard to align correctly 
due to the fact that it passes the leg broadside. Ringers 
are lost easily due to the speed and slight turn of the shoe. 

Delivery 

It is -tne delivery that ·involves the six basic fundamentals 
of the game of horseshoes; They are stance, footwork, swing, 
follow-through, release, coordination or rhythm, the last 
being the dominating fundamental. 

A. Stance: 1. Body should be naturally erect and the muscles 
tree from tension. 
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2. Arm of delivery should always be nearest pego 
3. Stand with·shoulders square with the court facing 

the objective stake. 
4. Your weight should be on the right foot at all 

times until the start_of the forward swing, then 
the weight of your body is shifted to the left 
foot and placed behind the swingo 

5. The most common stance is to place the left foot 
5-6 inches back of the right, this allows for better 
balance, but whether the left foot is behind, or 
even, your weight is always balanced on your 
right foot (a left handed pitcher would always 
have his weight on high left foot). 

B. J:flootwork: 1. Technically speaking the horseshoe is never pitched, 
tossed or thrown, it is swung and the step is 

C. Swing: 

D. Follow 
through: 

Eo Release: 

to assist the player to keep perfect balance and 
make it easier to swing the shoeo 

2. A natural step as in walking is sufficient to 
swing the shoe the full distance. 

3. A right handed player should step forward with his 
left foot for perfect balance and of course a 
southpaw would step with his right. 

1. The swing is the governor of the pitching distance 
and the hardest one of the fundamentals to master. 

2. Sight thru or over the shoe-then let the shoe swing 
backward in an easy manner at full arm length-
then when the backward swing has reached its peak, 
throw the shoulders forward and step to the foul 
line, allowing the weight of the shoe to swing 
your arm forward and when it again comes in line 
with the stake and on a level with your eyes, the 
fingers will automatically relax and release the 
shoe. Do not stop your swing here but continue 
on upward above your head. 

3. There should be no jerk or snap of the arm or wrist 
and you must not propel the shoe with the arm for 
your body takes care of this. 

4. The arm should not be bent but should swing straight 
like a pendulum of a clock. 

As in the majority of other sports the follow thru 
is important for it tends to coordinate the swing of 
the body and arm and gives a more accurate alignment 
on the opposite stake. 

If the finger positions are incorrect or the grip 
to tight or too loos~ the shoe may hang to the 
fingers, flop over, slip or travel erratically in 
flighto It must be made to flow smoothty from 
the hand and this requires perfect coordination 
of the muscles and mental facilities. 

-2-
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The li and 1 3/4 turns depicted on the 
left are the most common and accurate. 

The grip on the shoe should be firm, yet 
flexible, not too tight or too loose. If 
tight it will cause wrist strain and tired 
arm, if loose the shoe will slip out of the 
hand before the proper release point is attained. 

The l 3/4 turn is a good turn 
for wet and windy weather because 
it is a full hand grip which 
can be pitched low and hard with 
excellent flight wobble of shoe. 

Though the li turn requires 
more careful attention, it 
requires less arm effort. ffingers 
should be widely spread for this 
turn to insure proper wobble in 
flight. 

The Horseshoe Court 
Elevation view showing the proper 40 ft. distance between 
stakes and their respective incline towards each other. 
Foul line tx> be raised l" ab<?ve level of pitcher• s box. 
Plan view showing location of markers for pitching distance 
for women and boys under 16 yrs. of age. Please note 
that courts should be facing north-south. 
This shows one method for court construction with removable 
stakes (driveway, playground, etc.) 

Block sizes and stake lengths for anchoring stake in either 
wood or cement for simple permanent court construction. 
Pitcher's box showing minimum clay width area and 
general box construction. The clay should be kept in 
a putty-like condition around stake area • 
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Horseshoe pitchers since the late 1940's have been somewhat 

divided as to the method of scoring to promote the encouragement 
required for the beginners and lower class pitchers when they meet 

class "A" calibre, this being the case for league playo Due to the 
classification of pitchers for tournament play the above feeling 

><o 
3 
~4 

'-._/ does not apply. 

The new 11 Count-All 11 system states that each game shall consist 
of a specified number of shoes thrown (example above is for 80 shoes) 
and that each contestant get credit for all the points he scores, 

the winner being the pitcher with the most points at the end of the 

limited timeo 

The original "Cancellation" system states that the game shall 
continue until one of the players scores the required 50 points 
with all shoes cancelling out (example above shows ''A" man with 2 

ringers against 1 ringer by "B" man - thus scoring 3 points for 

the second ringer) 

The !.!!!!!. game is shown above as scored under each system. Thia 
clearly shows that "B" man 12!!l by 2 points using the "Count-All" 

system whereas under the "Cancellation" system he would be 7 points 

behind at the 80 shoe mark, however he has not lost and can still 

win his game coming from behind - evidence of "pressure" pitching, 
determination, and competitive enthusiasm. 
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The typical scoresheet at the left is 
game using the "Cancellation System" of 

coringo The le ft hand column is a record 
f the number of shoes thrown for the game 
in this case 86) 

u 

The method of scoring ringers is shown 
t the top of the sheet and is entered 
nder the "ringer" column. The "points" 
olumn records the points scored with 
very 2 shoes pitched and the "score" 
olumn is for the total points scored in 
he entire game o 
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Some examples are as follows: 
shoes - Harrison gets 1 ringer, Butler 

misses both shoes, Harrison 
scoring 1 ringer - 3 pts. 

shoes = each man tosses one ringer, Butler 
scoring 1 pt. with his second 
shoe within 6 11 of stake and 
closer than Harrison's other shoe. 

shoes ~ Butler scores 2 ringers vs 
Harrison's 1, thus picking up 3 
ptso for the uncancelled second 
ringer and giving him 4 pts. 
total score. 

shoes - Harrison garners 2 ringers and 
6 pts., Butler missing both shoeso 

shoes - Both men throw 2 ringers which 

tlh 

is called "four dead" and no 
point score. 

shoes - Butler scores 1 ringer and 1 pto 
(his non-ringer being closer to 
the stake than either of 
Harrison's 2 shoes) for a total 
of 4 pts for that frame. 

H 

n 
t1 

Although the actual points scored by 
arrison were 52 the summary credits the 

winner with 50 pts., this being the score 
ecessary to end the game using the 
Cancellation Systemn. 
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The number of ringers includes all ring
rs made in the game whether they cancelled 
ut (indicated by x) or scored 3 points 
indicated by o). The doubles are the 
umber of times 2 ringers were thrown in 
ny one frame as shown by one of the three 
ossibilities (ieo oo,xo,xx)a 
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The number of shoes pitched is taken 
rom the "shoe" column as described above. 

The ringer percentage is determined by 
ividing the ringers b~hoes pitched 
in Harrison's case 8615~). The resulta~t 
7.4~ indicates that he averaged just better 
han 2 ringers out of every 3 shoes. 

sH'es P'm:zHO_ B~ - .. _ Pl"ft:ll 4::1> _ ~ ~- For all games played in any one tourna~ 
ent the final results are listed as 
ollows: R/~4,e /fl-,;* ~1 ~- R!#~ee ~r. ~4s~ m 
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~ Horseshoes & Health 
p R Anyone who desires a participation sport that is not 

tcostrenuous will find no better game in the worldo 

Walking is recognized by experts to be one of the most 

effective exercises for keeping fito This, together with 

the excellent bending and turning exercises used in 

picking up the shoes, will strengthen and condition the 
abdominal muscles. Men and women who are overweight will 

find the game to be of great help in reducing.. l:t'rank 

Jackson, many times world champion has stated "Throughout 

the many years I have played the game, I have never 

known of a horseshoe pitcher to suffer from appendicitiso" 

This grand game not only lends to a wonderful sense 

of sportsmanship and good health among pitchers but also 

provides the warm feeling that goes with the meeting 

of new friends and the renewal of acquaintances from 

J year to year .. 

~ 
E 

League play is conducive to the above program ru:d is 

evidenced by the many nindustrial" leae;ues and teams 

throuehout New York State - especially in Rochester, 

Syracuse, Johnson City and the newly formed General Electric 
Athletic Association League in Schenectady. Plans are 

already being made to provide the best courts available 

in 1955 with provisions for night play. -

-
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